
ACTIVATED CARBON FILTER MEDIA 
 

WORLDWIDE 
 
 
 

Prepared by Lutz Bergmann 
FILTER MEDIA CONSULTING INC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2004 
(extensively updated August 2007) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No part of this report may be reproduced in any form nor used nor printed 
without written permission of FILTER MEDIA CONSULTING, INC. 
 
© Copyright 2007 FILTER MEDIA CONSULTING, INC. 

 
 
 



 2

 
Table of Contents 

             PAGE 
 

SUMMARY & HIGHLIGHTS       3 
      
GENERAL COMMENTS        4 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTON OF THE MOST COMMON PROCESSES   6  
 
LOADINGS          10 
 
APPLICATIONS:         12 
 
   AUTOMOTIVE CABIN AIR FILTERS   12  
  

HVAC        18 
 
   HOSPITAL       20 
 
   AIR PURIFIER      21 
 
   UNIQUE NICHE APPLICATIONS    22 
 
Some company changes during the last few years    23 
 
    
MARKETS          26 
 
WORLD MARKETS FOR A.C. FILTER MEDIA     28 
 
FORECAST          29 
 
DISCLAIMER          30 
 
 
Additional Information        31 
 

Pages 31 plus 54, total pages 85. 
  
 

 



 3

Literature from numerous companies: 

PLEKX™ from KX INDUSTRIES    PURAFIL®   

K.J.FILTRATION TECHNOLOGIES LTD   DMARK 

BFF NONWOVENS     PERMATRON®     

LIFETEX INTERNATIONAL    AFM® from HOLLINGSWORTH & VOSE 

ALLIED SIGNAL     TABLE from PURIFICATION LIMITED 

 

Article “AIRBORNE MOLECULAR CONTAMINATION CONTROL, AND THE EFFECT OF FILTER 

MEDIA TECHNICAL PARAMETERS.” 

 

Article: “DETERMINATION OF LOW CONCENTRATION AND DESORPTION PERFORMANCE OF 
GAS/ODOR CABIN AIR FILTERS 
“ ACTIVATED CARBON: ADVANCED TEST METHODS” July/August 2006 
 
 

SUMMARY & HIGHLIGHTS 

Market Size 

Although we have assessed this market, it is still difficult.  Few companies seem 

to follow the market closely and except for knowing their own activity they are 

not well informed about other concepts from their competition.  We do believe, 

however, that at the current time the “automotive cabin air filter” market is the 

largest segment for A.C. filter media, and also the fastest growing. We have very 

accurate market figures from Europe, North America and Asia/Pacific for this 

application. ( Special Report : AUTOMOTIVE CABIN AIR FILTERS WORLDWIDE.) 

 

Europe should have a market for HVAC and related applications of €  -  MM, and 

the cabin air market is by far the largest segment in Europe representing 

currently at least €  MM for filter media alone.  Converted Euros to US dollars 

that would be a special market of approximately $  MM. (€ 1.00 = $ 1.35) 

 

Asia/Pacific, particularly in Japan, air purifiers consume at least $ –  MM. 

Activated carbon media and filters, the second largest application, is represented 

with cabin air filters, particularly in Japan and Korea at $ MM.  We believe that in 
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China, Taiwan and other countries another potential for $ –  MM exists. Total 

market for cabin air filters in Asia/Pacific approximately $ MM.  

 

 Total world market approximately $  MM for activated carbon filter media. 

The following applications are currently major users of activated carbon filter 

media with different demands and different market sizes. 

 

• HVAC – Industrial/Commercial, Residential 

• Appliances – Kitchen Hoods 

• Air Purifiers 

• Automotive 

 Cabin Air Filtration, Crank Case Ventilation, Fuel Tank Vapor/Barrier Filter 

• Laser Surgery – Laser Fume Removal Fertility Clinics, 

• Lithographic Systems 

 

Potential Future Applications: 

• Cabin Air – Commercial Airliners 

• Off Road Vehicles 

• Recreational Vehicles 

• “Anthrax” (NBC – Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Warfare) 

 

ORDER FORM 

 
Mail to: FILTER MEDIA CONSULTING, INC. 

P. O. Box 2189 
LaGrange, GA  30241, U.S.A. 

Fax: 1-706-882-3039 
E-mail: fmclutz@mindspring.com 

 
We wish to subscribe to this special report: 
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